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and

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Purpose

Each couple will need to meet with the Pastor in order to arrange for pre-marital counseling.  In most cases, this will consist of five to eight one-hour sessions over a two to four month period.  The purpose of these sessions is three-fold:


· For the couple to examine their readiness for marriage;


· For the couple to examine important issues in their relationship, so that they may get to know each other more deeply.


· For the Pastor to get to know the couple more deeply, and examine their readiness for marriage.

Counseling Sessions
· Introductory Meeting…The Pastor’s wedding policy will be discussed along with the expectations of the couple concerning the pre-marital counseling.  If both parties are in agreement to proceed, the couple will contact the Pastor to set up the first session.

· Session #1…The couple will complete the PREPARE Inventory.  This scientifically developed inventory is designed to assess the personal and relationship strengths and growth areas of a couple.  The inventory can be taken online for a cost of $29.95, or it may be completed with pencil and mailed in by the Pastor for a charge of $35.00.  When the results are returned to the Pastor to be analyzed, he will contact the couple to set up the next session.

· Sessions #2-8…The content and the number of sessions will be determined by the various relationship issues raised by the PREPARE Inventory.  Below is a list of topics that will be discussed at various levels.

· Couple Communication

· Conflict Management

· Financial Planning

· Spiritual Life & Religious Orientation

· Sexual Intimacy

· Family Planning/Children

· Attitudes, Expectations, Roles

· Family History and Influence

Homework and Attendance

There will be homework assignments given at most of the meetings.  These will be done either alone or together as a couple between sessions.  It is important that these be completed on time, and that couples place their highest priority in attending all of the sessions.  Couples will be acquiring skills and knowledge to help them the rest of their lives.  Some of the assignments will involve study and discussion of various biblical passages so that the couple will learn what God has to say about various topics.
Christian Faith

A Christian wedding ceremony implies that the people being married are devoted followers of Jesus Christ, and that they intend to make Jesus an active participant in their marriage.  The spiritual aspect of the marriage relationship is an essential component in a healthy marriage.  Therefore, for those who have not made a commitment to Jesus Christ, or do not know what that entails, time will be given to explore this issue with the couple.  Consequently, the Pastor will not knowingly perform the wedding ceremony for couples where either both partners are not Christians or only one partner is a Christian.
Church Attendance

A church wedding is a worship service to God.  Those who are devoted followers of Jesus Christ, and who are actively involved in a church family, can best appreciate the significance of the service.  Thus, for those couples who have no present church relationship, the Pastor will require attendance at our church(s worship services as a prerequisite to performing the ceremony so that the couple can show in one tangible way their commitment to being a part of God’s family.
“Promise to Wait”

Sex is a beautiful act of love, commitment, and unity that God has created only within the bounds of marriage for a husband and wife.  For the couple’s own well being (physically, emotionally, relationally, and spiritually), each couple is asked to promise to remain sexually pure from this moment on until the wedding is over.  In addition, time will be taken during the counseling sessions to discuss God’s view of sex and the couple’s understanding of sex.
If a couple is cohabitating, there are various issues that will need to be worked out before the pastor will be able to agree to perform the wedding ceremony.
Approval of Wedding
When our Pastor performs a wedding ceremony, he in essence is proclaiming to those present that God agrees that this couple should be united in marriage, and that they have the intent to have a Christian marriage.  Our Pastor cannot make that judgment until he has had time to get to know the couple.  

Therefore, our Pastor will tentatively inform each couple by the mid-way point of the pre-marital counseling sessions whether or not he will officiate a couple’s wedding.  This will be based upon his knowledge at that point.  Should he agree to officiate, then later become aware of matters that could have a significant negative impact upon the couple’s relationship, or if either partner fails to meet the agreed upon condition of the marriage preparation/counseling process, he reserves the right to rescind his approval.  The date and time of the wedding will be placed on the church calendar after the Pastor has agreed to perform the ceremony.
